                                     SVL FLOORING INSTALLATION METHOD

1. Before commencing the laying process ensure that the substrate has a residual moisture content of maximum 75% Relative Humidity measured by hygrometer reading. For guidance this would normally mean for example that a new laid concrete floor and screed should be allowed to cure for a minimum of 28 days. 

2. It is recommended that that the work area be maintained at a temperature of 18 deg C during the installation process and that atmospheric relative humidity levels are maintained within normal limits i.e. similar to the conditions prevalent in use.

3. Inspect the first SVL plank and note that the two long edges on the underside of each plank are chamfered to allow overspill of adhesive to flow into the area between each plank without forcing them apart during the laying process.

4. Decide upon the orientation of the SVL floor and using a string line or optical line lay one central (king) line of SVL on the substrate using an appropriate adhesive in accordance with the manufacturer’s guidelines. Either water based or solvent based adhesives may be utilised. Bona Kemi adhesives are the recommended products for this purpose.

5. Allow the adhesive on the king line to cure to allow subsequent lines to be laid without dislodging the king line thus maintaining straight lines throughout.

6. Glue subsequent SVL planks directly onto the substrate in a staggered “brick” pattern and tap each plank tight to the previously laid adjacent plank to ensure a close fit between planks. Note that it is necessary only to glue the bottom face to the substrate and that it is not necessary to glue the vertical faces.

7. Work out to the perimeter of the area and ensure that a minimum expansion gap of 5mm (1/4inch) is maintained all round the perimeter. Note that internal expansion gaps in SVL flooring are not necessary.

8. When the floor is laid and the adhesive cured give the top surface an initial sanding using a disc/drum sander with maximum 80 grit. This will take off any small lips present in the top surface due to slight unevenness in the substrate.

9. After sanding, the entire area is to be filled using Bona Mix and Fill or other suitable material. Use the sanding dust from the edge disc sander to mix in with the Mix and Fill as these “sandings” tend to be finer and therefore more suitable as a filler material. This process will fill in the small natural holes present in the unfinished SVL planks.

10. The final sanding is to be carried out using a 120 grit abrasive.

11. If the floor is to be stained prior to lacquering then a slightly coarser grit may be used for the final sanding depending on the degree of stain uptake required. Bona Kemi manufactures a range of stains which give a uniform uptake and minimise the risk of overlapping.

12. Decide upon the finish required, either lacquer or oil finish. If lacquer apply one coat of Bona Prime or equivalent and then two/three coats of Bona Traffic or equivalent depending on anticipated usage in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. Bona Traffic is available in matt or semi-matt finish.

13. The finished floor may be maintained with Bona Kemi Freshen Up or equivalent. The benefit of Freshen Up is that it can be removed and over coated without the necessity to sand back to the wood.

